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The present report is a compilation of the information contained in the reports of
treaty bodies, special procedures, including observations and comments by the State
concerned, and other relevant official United Nations documents. It does not contain any
opinions, views or suggestions on the part of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), other than those contained in public reports
issued by OHCHR. It follows the structure of the general guidelines adopted by the Human
Rights Council. Information included herein has been systematically referenced in endnotes.
The report has been prepared taking into consideration the four-year periodicity of the first
cycle of the review. In the absence of recent information, the latest available reports and
documents have been taken into consideration, unless they are outdated. Since this report
only compiles information contained in official United Nations documents, lack of
information or focus on specific issues may be due to non-ratification of a treaty and/or to a
low level of interaction or cooperation with international human rights mechanisms.
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I. BACKGROUND AND FRAMEWORK
A. Scope of international obligations1
Core universal human
Date of ratification,
rights treaties2
accession or succession
ICESCR
10 Jan 1992
ICCPR
10 Jan 1992
ICCPR-OP 1
10 Jan 1992
CEDAW
17 Sept 1986
OP-CEDAW
1 Nov 2007
CRC
5 Dec 1990
OP-CRC-AC
11 Oct 2007
OP-CRC-SC

Declarations
/reservations
None
None
None
None
None
None
Binding declaration
under art. 3: 18 years
24 Mar 2005
None

Recognition of specific competences of
treaty bodies
Inter-State complaints (art. 41):No
Inquiry procedure (arts. 8 and 9): Yes
3

Core treaties to which Angola is not a party: ICERD, OP-ICESCR, ICCPR-OP 2, CAT, OP-CAT, ICRMW,
CRPD, OP-CRPD and CED.

Other main relevant international instruments

Ratification, accession or succession

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
No
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
No
Palermo Protocol4
No
Refugees and stateless persons5
Yes, except 1954 and 1961 Conventions
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and Additional Protocols thereto6 Yes, except Additional
Protocols II and III
7
ILO fundamental conventions
Yes
UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
No

1.
In 2004, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
and in 2008 the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) encouraged
Angola to consider ratifying ICERD, CAT and ICRMW.8 CESCR also recommended that
Angola consider ratifying CRPD and its Optional Protocol.9 In 2008, the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention invited Angola to consider ratifying CAT and its Optional Protocol.10
B. Constitutional and legislative framework
2.
In 2009, the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) indicated that the current revision of
the Constitutional Law creates an opportunity for strengthening the equality of women and nondiscrimination against children and reinforces protective legislation in relation to inter alia
persons living with HIV/AIDS, victims of human trafficking, refugees, asylum-seekers and
migrant workers.11 In 2009, the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions
and Recommendations (ILO Committee of Experts) noted that the national legislation does not
appear to prohibit the sale and trafficking of children for both economic and sexual purposes.12
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C. Institutional and human rights infrastructure
3.
As of 12 October 2009, Angola did not have a national human rights institution accredited
by the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights (ICC).13
D. Policy measures
4.
In 2005, Angola adopted the Plan of Action (2005-2009) for the World Programme for
Human Rights Education focusing on the national school system.14 In the context of reform,
Angola has substantially reformulated the conceptual framework for education and included the
development of the human person and citizenship as objectives and educational content.15
II. PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE GROUND
A. Cooperation with human rights mechanisms
1. Cooperation with treaty bodies
Latest report
submitted and
considered
Treaty body16
CESCR
2008
HR Committee
None
CEDAW
2004
CRC
2004

OP-CRC-AC
OP-CRC-SC

Latest
concluding
observations
Nov 2008
None
July 2004
Oct 2004

None
None

None
None

Follow-up response
-

-

Reporting status
Fourth to fifth reports due in 2013
Initial report overdue since 1993
Sixth report overdue since 2007
Second to fourth reports due and
submitted in 2008, scheduled for
consideration in 2010
Initial report due in 2009
Initial report overdue since 2007

2. Cooperation with special procedures
Standing invitation issued
Latest visits or mission reports

No
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (17 - 27 September 2007), Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief (20 - 27 November 2007).

Visits agreed upon in principle

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an
adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this
context, Special Rapporteur on the right to education, Special Rapporteur on
the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression.
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers (requested in
2008).
The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention expressed its gratitude to the
Government for the cooperation it enjoyed. 17 The Special Rapporteur on
freedom of religion or belief wished to thank the Government for its
invitation and for the cooperation extended to her during the visit.18

Visits requested and not yet agreed
upon
Facilitation/cooperation during
missions

Follow-up to visits
Responses to letters of allegations
and urgent appeals

During the period under review, 17 communications were sent concerning
inter alia particular groups and one woman. The Government replied to five
communications, representing replies to 29 per cent of communications sent.
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Responses to questionnaires on
thematic issues 19

Angola responded to one of the 16 questionnaires sent by special procedures
mandate holders,20 within the deadline.21

3. Cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
5.
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) ceased its activities in
Angola in 2008, after the authorities informed it of their decision not to sign a comprehensive
agreement for human rights promotion and protection activities in Angola similar to those under
which OHCHR usually operates in other countries.22 From 2003 to 2008 in Angola, OHCHR
had focused on increasing awareness of human rights issues following the civil war; the
establishment of a national human rights institution; assisting the Ministry of Justice in its efforts
to recognize alternative mechanisms of justice; promoting the inclusion of human rights
education in primary and secondary schools; and helping civil society organizations strengthen
their interaction with human rights mechanisms. OHCHR was also supporting the Government
in the drawing up of its reports to various human rights treaty bodies,23 in particular through use
of the guidelines for the common core document.
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations
1. Equality and non-discrimination
6.
In 2004, CEDAW expressed concern at the persistence of patriarchal attitudes and deeprooted stereotypes regarding the role and responsibilities of women and men in society, which
are discriminatory to women.24 CEDAW urged Angola, inter alia, to introduce, in collaboration
with civil society organizations, women's groups and community leaders, as well as teachers and
the media, measures without delay to modify or eliminate cultural practices and stereotypes that
discriminate against women and ensure that women's rights to non-discrimination and equality
prevail.25
7.
In 2009, UNCT pointed out that in relation to gender equality, impressive progress had
been made on women’s participation in parliament and in Government; however there remains
the need to address such issues as equal access for women to training and to labour markets. In
addition, specific issues required concerted attention, in particular curbing widespread genderbased violence, reducing maternal mortality and addressing the rights of groups such as refugee
women and girls26who are considered to be particularly vulnerable.
8.
In 2004, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) expressed concern at
discrimination faced by children with disabilities, girls, and children belonging to the San
communities.27 It recommended that Angola take legislative measures explicitly to prohibit all
forms of discrimination; and undertake actions, including awareness-raising and educational
campaigns, to reduce and prevent discrimination in practice, particularly against girls.28
2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person
9.
CRC in 200429 and CESCR in 200830 regretted that despite the efforts initiated by Angola
at the end of the war, the country remained heavily land mined. CESCR urged Angola to
accelerate its efforts to deactivate the anti-personnel mines, and other relics of war, to prevent
landmine accidents and to assist the victims.31
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10. In 2009, the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances indicated that
three cases remain outstanding. These cases concerned persons who were reportedly arrested and
disappeared at the hands of soldiers while travelling from the village of Quisoqui to the village
of Caio-Guembo in May 2003.32
11. CRC in 2004,33 the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief in 200734 and
CESCR in 200835 expressed deep concern at the phenomenon of children accused of witchcraft
and the very negative consequences of such accusations, including cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment, and even murder. UNCT in 2009 expressed similar concern.36 CRC37 and CESCR38
urged Angola to take immediate action to eliminate the mistreatment of these children, including
by prosecuting the perpetrators and intensifying education campaigns involving local leaders.
12. CRC was concerned at the common use of corporal punishment in families and in schools
and other institutions for children.39 CRC recommended that Angola take effective measures to
enforce the ban on corporal punishment in schools and other institutions; prohibit corporal
punishment by parents and other caregivers; and undertake campaigns to educate families,
teachers, and other professionals working with, and for, children on alternative ways of
disciplining them.40
13. CRC was also concerned at the growing number of cases of abuse and violence against
children, including sexual abuse in their homes, in schools and in other institutions.41 It
recommended that Angola, inter alia, strengthen efforts to address the problem of child abuse,
including by ensuring the establishment of child-sensitive mechanisms to receive and
investigate complaints regarding ill-treatment and abuse; the promotion of positive and nonviolent forms of discipline; the provision of counselling, protection and assistance with recovery
and reintegration to all victims of violence; and the effective implementation of the national plan
of action to combat sexual abuse of minors.42
14. In 2004, CEDAW expressed concerned about the lack of specific legislation on violence
against women, including domestic violence, as well as the lack of adequate policies,
programmes and services and their effective implementation and enforcement. It was also
concerned about the attitude of law enforcement officers towards women who report cases of
violence, resulting in the reluctance of women victims to report cases of abuse.43 CEDAW
called on Angola, inter alia, to enact legislation on violence against women, including domestic
violence and sexual abuse, as soon as possible; intensify its public awareness-raising efforts on
violence against women and implement training for public officials; and increase the availability
of legal aid throughout the country in order to assist and advise women victims of violence.44
15. CEDAW was also concerned that prostitution continues to thrive, owing to the poverty of
women and girls. It was further concerned about the exploitation of prostitutes, especially young
girls, and the lack of information about the efforts to combat this phenomenon.45 It urged Angola,
inter alia, to pursue a holistic approach in order to provide women and girls with educational and
economic alternatives to prostitution; facilitate the reintegration of prostitutes into society and to
provide rehabilitation and economic empowerment programmes to women and girls exploited in
prostitution; and provide detailed information on the impact of measures taken.46
16. In 2009, UNCT noted that overall the right to life, liberty and security had improved
significantly since the end of the conflict in 2002. However, numerous issues, such as arbitrary

A/HRC/WG.6/7/AGO/2
Page 6
arrests in Cabinda or the conditions in which irregular migrants are rounded up and expelled, still
remain to be addressed.47
17. CRC expressed concern about the extent of the problem of sexual exploitation of and
trafficking in children and noted that internally displaced and street children are particularly
vulnerable to such abuse.48 CRC recommended that Angola further strengthen its efforts to
identify, prevent and combat trafficking in children for sexual and other exploitative purposes,
including by finalizing the national plan of action in this area and providing sufficient human and
financial resources for its implementation. It also encouraged Angola to define trafficking as a
specific criminal offence under the Penal Code.49 In its report to the ILO Committee of Experts
in 2008, the Government stated that it was not aware of any trade or trafficking in persons.
However, the ILO Committee requested the Government to provide detailed information on the
measures taken to combat trafficking in persons in terms of both prevention and suppression.50
3. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law
18. Despite the efforts undertaken by the Government, in 2007 the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention noted the necessity for further legal and institutional reform to ensure that an
effective system of administration of justice is put in place.51 In 2008, OHCHR noted that access
to justice in Angola is limited, and the judiciary is weak.52 Also in 2008, CESCR noted with
concern that the Constitution does not fully guarantee the independence of the judiciary, which is
allegedly often subject to executive influence, lack of adequate financial means and widespread
corruption.53 For its part, UNCT in 2009 indicated that access to justice remains a challenge for
most of the population.54
19. In 2009, UNCT noted that detention is one of the most complex and challenging areas of
the justice system in Angola. The current system of detention is dominated by the Ministry of the
Interior and the Office of the Attorney-General. Judges are not involved in verifying the
lawfulness of detention during criminal investigations, and a strict, objective, transparent and
cross-sectoral control mechanism is still lacking.55 Cases of lengthy pretrial detention are still
reported widely in the media, and there is no special juvenile justice system applicable to minors
between 16 and 18, except for reduction in sentences, as they are detained together with adults.56
In view of long-running trials, insufficient legal control exercised by prosecutors and an overly
powerful police force, which has also added to the prevailing situation of overcrowded prisons,
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention in 2007 concluded that, despite the efforts
undertaken by the Government, no effective system was in place to prevent the occurrence of
arbitrary detention.57
20. Lack of access for humanitarian purposes to prisoners, as well as consular access to
detained foreigners, and by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
and the International Organization for Migration to detained asylum-seekers, refugees or
migrants, remains a serious problem. The closure of the mission of the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) to Angola in 2009 has been significant as ICRC was the only
international organization that had been granted access to prisons.58
21. In 2009, UNCT reported that in the Cabinda region arbitrary arrests and detentions
continued to be reported. In August 2009, the unconditional release of the journalist Fernando
Lelo, whom international human rights non-governmental organizations had considered a
prisoner of conscience since his arrest in 2007, was an encouraging development. Lelo was held
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in detention without charge or trial for more than the 90 days of preventive detention permitted
by Angolan law, making his detention a violation of international human rights law and
standards and of Angolan national law. At his trial behind closed doors in September 2008, he
was sentenced to 12 years in prison. Five co-defendants, however, who were given 13-year
sentences in prison and claimed that they had been tortured, were not released with him.59
4. Right to privacy, marriage and family life
22. CRC in 2004,60 CESCR in 200861 and UNCT in 200962 expressed concern at the high
number of unregistered children in Angola. CRC63 and CESCR64 recommended that all
necessary measures be undertaken to ensure that all children are registered at birth, including by
providing such registration free of charge. CESCR also recommended that the coverage of civil
status registration be extended to all other persons not yet registered.65
23. CRC in 200466 and UNCT in 200967 noted with concern the customary practice of early or
child marriage. CRC recommended that Angola ensure the effective enforcement of the
minimum age for marriage stipulated in the Family Code (18 years) and that such measures be
accompanied by awareness-raising campaigns to prevent early marriages.68
5. Freedom of movement
24. In 2009, UNCT indicated that Angola had introduced a reservation to article 26 of the 1951
Geneva Convention on refugee status (freedom of movement) to the effect that it reserves the
right to prescribe, transfer or circumscribe the place of residence of certain refugees or groups of
refugees, and to restrict their freedom of movement. The limitation on freedom of movement for
security reasons is also enshrined in article 6 of the Immigration Act and requires the refugee to
obtain a transit permit for circulation in restricted areas. Law No. 17/94 further establishes
restricted movement in diamond extraction areas.69
6. Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly,
and right to participate in public and political life
25. In 2007, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief highlighted the fact that
article 9 of the law on freedom of religion, conscience and worship discriminated against
religious minorities and was not in conformity with international treaties to which Angola is a
party. The law contained stringent requirements for registration, including membership of
100,000 persons who are domiciled in Angola from two-thirds of the total of the provinces of
Angola.70
26. In 2006, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human
rights defenders sent a letter of allegation concerning staff members of SOS Habitat and of
Oxfam who had witnessed forced evictions of residents in Luanda and been threatened by police.
Concern was expressed that these threats were connected with their activities in defence of
human rights, particularly in relation to their defence of the rights of those persons evicted. 71
27. Also in 2006, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of
human rights defenders, together with the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
the right to freedom of opinion and expression sent letters of allegation concerning the attempt to
arrest the President of Mpalabanda and the ransacking of his house of, as well as the search for,
arrest and detention of the spokesperson of Mpalabanda, the only human rights organization
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which was operating in the Cabinda region. Concern was expressed that these events might form
part of a campaign of intimidation and harassment against human rights defenders in Cabinda.
The organization was banned by order of the provincial court of Cabinda on 20 July 2006.72
28. In 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression73 sent a letter of allegation concerning radio broadcasting regulations and
the temporary suspension of the private radio station Radio Despertar. Concern was expressed
that the regulation preventing private radio stations from broadcasting beyond a 50 km radius
from their base constituted an undue limitation on the right to freedom of opinion and expression
and the related right to impart information.
29. In 2009, UNCT noted that the new press law, which entered into force on May 15 2006,
represents an improvement compared with the previous press law in many respects but while the
new legislation is positive, there remain areas of concern. In particular, as also highlighted by
OHCHR,74 it still includes provisions that may result in excessive limitations on press freedom
(e.g. criminalizing defamation and excessive licensing procedures).75
30. In 2009, UNCT indicated that formal “spaces” have been created through Joint
Consultative Councils (Conselhos de Auscultação e Concertação Social) at all administrative
levels (national, provincial, municipal and communal). Trade unions and business
representatives are fully recognized members of these bodies, which reflect a progressive
improvement of freedom of association and collective bargaining. However, the provision of
opportunities to strengthen citizen-State dialogue remains a challenge for the State and civil
society.76
31. In 2009, UNCT noted that since the legislative elections in September 2008, Angola has
the second highest percentage of women in Parliament within Africa, as well as an increased
number of women in key ministries and provincial governments.77 A 2009 United Nations
Statistics Division source indicated that the proportion of seats held by women in the national
parliament increased from 15 per cent in 2005 to 37.3 per cent in 2009.78
7. Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work
32. In 2008, CESCR noted with concern that some public and private companies do not
comply with the principle of equal wage for men and women. It urged Angola effectively to
implement measures it has recently adopted to ensure equal pay for work of equal value and to
reduce the wage gap between men and women.79
33. While noting that the minimum wage has been recently increased by Angola, CESCR
regretted that it still does not provide an adequate standard of living for workers and their
families. It recommended that Angola increase the minimum wage to ensure it provides workers
with an adequate standard of living for themselves and their families.80
34. In 2009, the ILO Committee of Experts noted that the General Labour Act states that a list
of the jobs that women are precluded from performing is established by executive decree issued
jointly by the Ministries of Labour and Health. It noted the Government's indication that this
matter will be addressed as part of a planned legislative review. It reminded the Government that
protective measures for women based on stereotypical perceptions of their abilities and their role
in society violate the principle of equality of opportunity and treatment. It also requested the
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Government to take the necessary steps to ensure that protective measures for women are strictly
limited to maternity protection.81
35. In 2008 the ILO Committee of Experts requested the Government to indicate how national
legislation affords young persons under 18 years of age the protection set out in article 3(d) of
Convention No. 182 (1999) concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, so they are not engaged in work which, by its
nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm their health, safety or
morals.82
36. In 2009 the ILO Committee of Experts noted that, although the Government has put in
place legal provisions concerning discrimination in employment and occupation, discrimination
continues to occur in practice. In its report, the Government stated, inter alia, that violations of
the non-discrimination provisions occur particularly in the private sector, where imbalances in
participation in decision-making positions and a tendency to exclude women during and after
maternity can be observed.83
8. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living
37. In 2008, CESCR noted with concern that the current social security system does not ensure
access for all workers and that the amount of social security benefits do not enable workers and
other families to enjoy an adequate standard of living. CESCR recommended that Angola take
all necessary measures to ensure access for all workers to the social security system;
progressively increase the amounts of social security benefits so as to enable workers and their
families to enjoy an adequate standard of living; take immediate steps to incorporate non–
contributory benefits for those who are unable to pay social security contributions and are
therefore still not covered by social security, including the unemployed, persons with disabilities,
older persons and other disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups.84
38. In 2004, CEDAW expressed concern as did OHCHR,85 at women's low life expectancy,
high maternal mortality and morbidity rates, high fertility rates and inadequate family planning
services, low rates of contraceptive use and lack of sex education. CEDAW was also concerned
at trends in HIV/AIDS infection rates of women.86 It urged Angola to continue its efforts to
improve the country's health infrastructure; and integrate a gender perspective in all health sector
reforms, while ensuring that women's sexual and reproductive health needs are adequately
addressed.87 In 2009, UNCT indicated that, despite a strong economic performance and a wealth
of natural resources, challenges remain in Angola with respect to socio-economic rights, such as
right to health and right to adequate housing, and considered that addressing these should
continue to be a top priority.88
39. On 4 June 2007, the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health raised concerns about the health
situation in the Xa-Muteba municipality. Lack of certain essential medicines required for the
health of children in the area, which led to a high number of neonatal deaths, was reported. It
was also alleged that the State had failed since the end of the war to ensure access to clean water
and adequate sanitation.89
40. In 2008, CESCR expressed concern about the large proportion of the population living in
slum conditions and about the lack of effective measures to provide social housing for lowincome, vulnerable and marginalized individuals who are living in informal settlements and are
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frequently deprived of affordable access to adequate water and sanitation.90 In 2009, UNCT
indicated major concern about the manner in which slum clearance and rehousing is taking place.
Respect for human rights and procedural steps must be put in place in order to ensure that
rehousing does not in fact amount to forced eviction.91 CESCR was also concerned, as was the
Special Rapporteur on adequate housing in 2006,92 at forced evictions which had taken place in
the Luanda neighbourhoods, informal settlements and agricultural areas, reportedly without prior
notice and provision of adequate alternative housing or adequate compensation, and sometimes
with excessive use of force and abuses. CESCR recommended, inter alia, that Angola take
appropriate measures to ensure that evictions are only used as a last resort, and adopt legislation
or guidelines strictly defining the circumstances and safeguards under which evictions must take
place.93
9. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community
41. In 2009, UNCT noted that as a result of increased Government funding, primary school
enrolment had increased in recent years. However, drop-out and repetition rates remain high, and
a large number of children did not have access to a free quality primary education.94 Similar
comments were made by CRC in 2004,95 CEDAW in 2004,96 CESCR in 200897 and the ILO
Committee of Experts in 2009.98 The ILO Committee requested the Government, inter alia, to
improve the quality of the education system, and to provide information on measures adopted in
order to increase the school attendance rate at both primary and secondary levels, and decrease
the school drop-out rate, so as to prevent children under 14 years of age from engaging in work,
as well as on the results achieved.99
10. Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers
42. On 13 December 2007, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences, jointly with the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants and the
Special Rapporteur on the question of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, sent an urgent appeal concerning the detention and deportation of a large number of
migrants. According to reports received, serious human rights abuses had been committed
against the deportees, allegedly by Angolan security forces at the Congolese border. The abuses
reported included the systematic use of physical and sexual violence, confiscation of the
migrants’ belongings and separation of family members during the expulsion process.
Furthermore, there were reports of deaths due to exhaustion or ill-treatment.100 UNCT pointed
out in 2009 that irregular migrants and foreigners without proper documentation are often
detained in harsh conditions.101 A 2009 report by the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs highlighted a number of waves of expulsions of irregular migrants since
2003 and reports of detention, ill-treatment, sexual violence and deprivation of possessions.102
Moreover, UNCT indicated that while the Government continues to strengthen border control to
deal with irregular migrants, genuine asylum-seekers suffer for lack of capacity to differentiate
between the two categories (namely asylum-seekers and irregular migrants) and are frequently
detained and expelled. Asylum-seekers and border police are not adequately informed of the
existing national law related to the rights of asylum-seekers and refugees, and the national
eligibility determination process.103
11. Internally displaced persons
43. While noting the facilities provided for the return of persons who were internally displaced
by armed conflicts, in 2008 CESCR noted with concern that Angola had not taken sufficient and
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efficient measures to assist those who had not yet returned, and that internally displaced persons
(IDPs) were among the poorest in the country. CESCR recommended that Angola provide
adequate assistance, including financial resources, for the resettlement of IDPs and for their
reintegration into society, and ensure that those IDPs who have not been resettled or returned to
their homes have adequate access to housing and employment in places of new settlements.104
III. ACHIEVEMENTS, BEST PRACTICES, CHALLENGES AND CONSTRAINTS
44. In 2008, CESCR noted that that Angola had been in a period of peace only since 2002,
after 27 years of civil war, which followed 13 years of an independence war, which has had a
serious negative impact on the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights in the
country.105
45. In 2009, UNCT indicated that the recent parliamentary elections, strengthening of
decentralization and growing public investment in the social sectors showed Angola’s capacity
to achieve positive change for most of its vulnerable population.106 Concerning women’s rights,
since the legislative elections in September 2008, the remaining challenge was to turn
representation into real changes on gender issues, including through developing a national
gender policy, mainstreaming of a gender perspective into different governmental policies and
the consistent reporting on violations of women’s rights.107
IV. KEY NATIONAL PRIORITIES, INITIATIVES AND COMMITMENTS
A. Pledges by the State
46. In its voluntary pledge submitted in 2007 in support of its candidacy for membership of the
Human Rights Council, Angola, inter alia, committed to continuing its close collaboration and
dialogue with OHCHR; inviting relevant special procedures; giving special emphasis to the
strengthening of gender equality, the rights of women and the rights of the child; accelerating the
process of ratifying ICERD, CAT and ICRMW; ratifying, in the near future, all the international
instruments signed, such as the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; considering
signing CRPD, CRPD-OP and CED; and continuing to provide adequate resources to the new
Office of the Ombudsman and strengthening the presence of the Ombudsman at the national
level.108
B. Specific recommendations for follow-up
47. In 2007, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief recommended that the law
on freedom of religion, conscience and worship be reformed.109
48. On the basis of its findings, and in order to help prevent arbitrary detention from occurring,
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention in 2008 made a number of recommendations to the
Government, inter alia in the field of inspection and control of prisons and other detention
facilities; with respect to the situation of minors in detention; and with respect to the exercise of
military jurisdiction.110
49. UNCT encouraged the Government, inter alia, to strengthen the mandate of the Office of
the Ombudsman in relation to the monitoring of human rights, and to develop a coherent,
effective and humane migration management policy, that would include provision for asylum
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and the return of rejected cases or irregular migrants in conditions complying with human rights
norms.111
V. CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
50. In 2004, CRC recommended that Angola seek technical assistance from ILO/IPEC in
regard to economic exploitation of children;112 and from OHCHR and the United Nations
Children’s Fund concerning the administration of juvenile justice.113 In 2008, CESCR urged
Angola to seek bilateral and international cooperation in regard to landmines and anti-personnel
mines.114
51. UNCT expressed its commitment to supporting the Government in the implementation of
the draft medium-term development plan (2009-2013), which formed the basis also for the
United Nations Development Assistance Framework (2009-2013).115
Notes
1

Unless indicated otherwise, the status of ratifications of instruments listed in the table may be found in Multilateral
Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General: Status as at 31 December 2006 (ST/LEG/SER.E.25), supplemented
by the official website of the United Nations Treaty Collection database, Office of Legal Affairs of the United
Nations Secretariat, http://treaties.un.org/
2
The following abbreviations have been used for this document:
ICERD
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
ICESCR
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
OP-ICESCR
Optional Protocol to ICESCR
ICCPR
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICCPR-OP 1
Optional Protocol to ICCPR
ICCPR-OP 2
Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty
CEDAW
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
OP-CEDAW
Optional Protocol to CEDAW
CAT
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment
OP-CAT
Optional Protocol to CAT
CRC
Convention on the Rights of the Child
OP-CRC-AC
Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict
OP-CRC-SC
Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography
ICRMW
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families
CRPD
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
OP-CRPD
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
CED
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance
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Adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 63/117 of 10 December 2008. Article 17, paragraph 1, of OPICESCR states that “The present Protocol is open for signature by any State that has signed, ratified or acceded to
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Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing
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1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, 1954 Convention relating to the status of
Stateless Persons and 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.
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Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field
(First Convention); Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked
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