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Excellency,

I have been following the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of
Sri Lanka and welcome your Government's constructive engagement during the 28'h
Group in November 2017.
session of the UPR Working
As the final outcome re:'port on the review of Sri Lanka was recently adopted by
the Human Rights Council at its 37'h session, I am writing to follow upon a number of
areas raised in two reports that my Office prepared for the review of Sri Lanka - the
compilation of {JN information and the summary of stakeholders' submissions - which I
consider in need of particular attention over the next four and a half years until the next
cycle of the UPR. In identifying these areas, I have also considered the recommendations
and/or statements made by 88 countries, Sri Lanka's presentation and responses, and the
action taken by Sri Lanka to implement the 113 recommendations it accepted during the
second cycle of the {JPR. The areas cover a range of issues and are set out in the annex to
this

letter.

While I welcome Sri Lanka's efforts to undertake a constitutional reform process,
I strongly encourage Sri Lanka to ensure that such an ongoing reform process is inclusive
and takes into account fundamental principles of equality and non-discrimination,
separation of powers, checks and balances and the independence of the judiciary. I also
welcome Sri Lanka's accession to the OP-CAT, rinder which the National Human Rights
Coinrnission of Sri Lanka was designated as National Preventive Mechanism (NPM). I
note with great interest that on 7 March 2018, the Sri Lanka Parliament passed the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
Bill thus criminalizing enforced disappearance.
Fuithermore, I welcome Sri Lanka's adoption of the National Human Rights
Action Plan for 2017-2021 and encourage Sri Lanka to strengthen the plan by integrating
Sri
the areas contained in the annex in order to achieve concrete results and to facilitate
Lanka's preparations for the fourth cycle of the UPR. Such efforts should involve
consultations with all stakeholders, in particular the National Human Rights Commission
of Sri Lanka and civil society organisations, including victims' organisations, and, where
necessary, the support of international organisations, including the Office of the United
for Human Rights (OHCHR) and other United Nations
Nations High Commissioner
entities under the leadership of the UN Resident Coordinator

H.E. Mr. Tilak Marapana
Minister of Foreign Affairs &
Minister of Development Assignments
Colombo
Sri Lanka
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accommodate

disabilities

care services,

in all

education,

areas of life

employinent,

and

public

disabilities

are certified
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