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0) With reference to para. 639 of the 2006 State tefgos mentioned that, in the case of the
so-called “Northville” communities relocated fromet Northrail and Southrail lines, the
relocatees voluntarily moved to their respectiv@tdement sites. However, a number of
affected families have stated that they were in fadlied by public officials into
demolishing their own structures. Otherwise, thesrevtold, the government demolition
crews would demolish the houses themselves, andfteeted families would not be able
to save what was left of their housing materialsm8& were further told that they would
forfeit any possibility for relocation if they didot destroy their own housing. Moreover,
many claim that they were forced or put under pres$o sign waiver statements.

.) According to civil society reports, among primagasons these persons did not want to
go to the government relocation sites such as Sibleth and Southville 2 is distance
from their sources of income and jobs, as wellhaslack of basic services and facilities.
For example, a year and a half after their relocatb0% of the families relocated to



Southville | still do not have electricity and wate The government considers the
provision of basic services such as water, elagtricdrainage, sewerage and
transportation access as services to be implemein@mentally when funds are
available when in fact, RA 7279 requires that thésein place when families are
relocated.

5) Furthermore, relocated families such as those inttdle 1 in Cabuyao, Laguna

reportedly state that they have not received cotgrirom the NHA but they are already
being threatened with house foreclosures if thepatgpay their monthly amortization.

The 1987 Constitution, Article Xlll, Section 10 kslthat adequate consultation should be
conducted with them and the communities where #reyto be relocated. However, many
families in Southville | who were relocated from kédi and Manila say that the local
government of Cabuyao did not treat them as ciizaeith equal rights as those in the
municipality of Cabuyao by not extending medicalvszes to them and thus forcing them
to bring their patients back to Makati for treatmesich is 50 kilometers from Cabuyao.

@)In its 1995 Concluding Observations, at para. & €ommittee mentions adequate

resettlement and General Comment no. 4, but regosta relocated families in the
Northrail and Southrail resettlement sites indidatg basic services and facilities are still
very inadequate. In Southville 2, for example, sal@ehousing units collapsed after a
heavy downpour.

Is incremental development government policy on ghevision of resettlement to the
affected families? Does incremental developmerdnmiacremental provision over time
of basic services to the relocated families? Ifisglearly does not conform to General
Comments nos. 4 and 7 of the Committee. How dbesgbvernment ensure that its
resettlement guidelines comply with these two ratevGeneral Comments of the
Committee?

We note that government provides some financial lamgsing assistance for families
evicted along the North and South Rails, yet doprovide the same for those evicted
along creeks in Manila, Quezon City and Pasay GMfy is there exclusion of some
communities in relocation plans?

Concerning an NHA resettlement area in Velasquend® Foreshore Project affecting
116 families who were awarded 7 hectares of lanthguhe Marcos Administration, is
the government aware of the threat to the secafitgnure with the imminent demolition
of these families because the Ayala Corporatianvigking its right of way?

<) Concerning the location of many relocation sitegnmwironmentally disaster-prone areas,

we urge the Committee to inquire as to whetheretlage criteria in purchasing socialized
housing sites for resettlement to ensure theyafefsom disaster-related events, as in the
cases of Bicol, where the resettlement site is tieaactive volcano Mt. Mayon, or near a
dumpsite as the relocation sites in Cebu and Buolac@hat explains the widespread
tendency to allocate land for relocation areas dnatenvironmentally unsafe?

=) The Women in Nation Building Law stipulates that m&n should take active

participation in decision-making and be accordetthwgual rights and opportunities in all
phases of any government development project. Hawis law implemented in cases of



eviction and relocation? The law further statest tht least 5% of all government
programs should be allocated for gender and dewedop How is this being carried out
in the case of voluntary relocation and projectdanriincremental development"?
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